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PITHOUSE by Judie English, Surrey Historic Settlements Group,
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A study of Rocque's map of 1768 shows a network of rural tracks far more complex than the
present road system. Only a portion of the old tracks became surfaced roads and houses on
the remainder faced increasing isolation as traffic kept to the better roads. The old tracks are
now the backbone of our system of public rights of way; their lines are respected by field

systems, they may be banked on both sides, they may be worn into hollow ways and they link
settlements with surviving roads.

Deserted sites beside these old tracks can leave clear signs. Even if the buildings are gone
the rubble often means that the area is not worth cultivating and the house site with its garden
and perhaps a pond remains as a small enclosure surrounded by a bank adjoining the track.

During the late 18th century arable farming went into a severe depression as steam ships
brought increasing amounts of cheap wheat from Canada. In the century between 1840 and
1940 the arable land in Surrey fell from nearly 60,000a to under 17,000a. The land "fell into
dereliction", with woodland gradually regenerating. The boundaries of these fields can be
recognised as banks sometimes still bearing the decayed stumps of the hedgeline. The
woodland they enclose comprises young trees often with silver birch, a primary coloniser.
The ground cover is weak and species-poor. Farms on marginal land suffered most; one of
these is Pithouse (TQO05604366) which lies on acid, infertile, sandy soil on the southern
slopes of Farley Heath in Albury. The settlement dates from at latest 1294, it was owned by
the Chennell family for at least 300 years, and by the late 18th century the boundaries of the
180a farm can be located from documentary evidence. In 1922 the house was rebuilt and
sold as a Georgian mansion although it had no vehicular approach and no mains facilities. In
1928 the house burned down and no further attempt was made to rebuild on the site. Ruins
of the house remain, some of the garden flowers have become naturalised and the fruit trees
in the orchard are looking romantically gnarled. The fields have deteriorated into immature
woodland but a ruined limekiln indicates their previous arable nature.
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Surrey Advertiser
Saturday 20 July 1929

Fire at Pit House,
Farley Green
Tuesday 16 July 1929

HOUSE IN THE WILDS
GUTTED

GUILDFORD FIRE
BRIGADE HELPLESS

DOG WARNS
OCCUPANTS OF
OUTBREAK

| Ae it woa bmpossible io do sngthing withoul

| his wifo ws off up s narrow rsck through

HOUBE IN THE WILDS
"GUTTED.

GU[LDFOBD Fth BRICADE
HELPLESS,
DOC WARNS OCCUPANTS OF
OUTBREAK.
A I-u'qn country nﬂ;i_:me koown as Pnl

inan
of Ferler Grean ond mﬁvnuied -m::
out myueriowsly soan after 10

hﬂhﬁ en Teesday mearning

GnlMinrd Fire Brigade woers ulkd but
the motar m.m had 1o be left at the bottom

LORD JELLICOE A‘T
Pl BBRIGIIT.

BRITISH LEGID RALLY,
AFPEAL FOR Hm!m WITH HIGH

B‘n::h P;rhnqhih:‘nd ﬂlnml. hralxg G{u}hl
el Legiol reasot lo be ruﬁd B
ralk mdfuahum&:mdn,u res Bl
Pirl by invitation of upn 11. M)
Btanley, [ntn Lith Husare Ths speetacle of

B British bapoers on © perade, wikich
wan inspecied and sddeessed by Admiral of
the Flock Viecount Jellicos, nas opo which
much iy ‘lho onlookers.

mot Lord Jellicos at the |
house end m:dm-u-d him to the ground,

of & narrow lane sabout meriers of & wh‘.ﬁlmd Jellicos
| waa received with cheers. |

mile from the house. 'ﬁlﬁmiﬁrﬁl Tie band of the Woki mﬁh“m
moring & good deal of furniture, a snd the samber of members actually in the
owing to thers being no water available parsdo waa 24, A Iy company of visiters
mimdhwnmhthmmuhﬂmw"mﬁ I?fionmb!n
oul. from eutlying ~ The Union Jack w\

Pit Houss, which is several miles from | ynguried st & masthosd Nese the middle of
Shamley Green, waa by Mr. and| jhs inspection ground, and Lord Jellicos
Mry. Grostrez. 1t wes o largo | pasedd along the ranks shaking bands with
bouse, until 182 tho property ol the ‘|_|., stands rj bearers and their escorin
of Morthumberiand, it had been used ns aunndinr, the imspection  included

s shooting box by ‘the lste Duke. Ia ghnl ChtlL Arbuthnot (president), Commandes
1140 it was rebulit on the originel fosnds- | | D. Guy, V.C., iu;,a {vizepeesident ).
tions which, it has bern surmited, were Lim““,c'ul_ L' B Crosse, Major W, F. Hey-
of a ibtoting box used in the time ﬂ Km: sl fin charge of the parsde). the Ven
John, The =, therofore, wes of Irnun. DAG, (Archdeacon of Dorhnli
Mk-dui; hn]u‘om: Ill‘l.l"l‘ﬂd wdhewu fmﬁeA Inﬂ:y " Uranthem  (chairmun, BEI;Q &m).
vind v Iistorians and othors, a % Cohr airman of t T,
amount of oak was emplayed in the rebuil ::ﬁ; _f . (d' l n J uhmo;

ing, and a featre of the howso wes & ?ﬁu
oak staircase frem ihe hell to the landing on
the firet ficor.

THE DISCOVERY.
Mr. and Mre, Grestrex were in the stling

roaar when “Paddic,” their haE brown dog,
ran  through the doorway, wsly vory
frlshtt‘l\cd Mer. Greatrex followed tho dJog
into the garden, and then ssw wmoke pouring
fremy 1he roof at lho east end of the house.

Greatrex commesosd  remsoving

belp, M
Ly whila

furnitire and sonm valusblo phetures,
1he woods io Moyor House, whoro M=,

hives, a swwiderable distames away.,  From
bere Uho policn and Hremen wero call
Employécs from Mayor Houso hurried to

tho senw of the fire. und, joined later by
memibers of the Guildferd Brigade, succeedn
in resmoving abous half tho fumiterc frem
the kamer roome beloro the daoger
tea grual, As it wes, quantitics of tiles 3nd |
Lurning beama full as s piano waa carricd
mlu the hall,

Thie Satmes quickly demclisbed the rool, and
25 ‘thero were no mlum nenr st no waler |
supply al the howeo other than two wolls in
tha mrﬂm tho firemen had no aliemnative
but o des the plroe bum.

BALVAGE UNUENL BWAYING ROOF.

Mewrs, A, Tanner and J. Weleh were the
first litpers 1a arrive from Mayor House,
apd ther tokd s ‘Hmhy Advertsor™ r;p
seutstivo that the flaces ran guickly frow
end to end of the ool and made b inpos
sible to got at tho furmiiurs upsein. “As
e woro moving the piane,” they smid, “eo
looked up and mw 1ho rool swoying ilghll;r
a2 if 1t was going o come on p of wa ell

The house burned slowly owing to nearly
all tho weodwork brcing of nlk, ang it mos
reveral  houm beforo the luppaun
tho st foor gave way., When they did
lapse, 1ho bouves became like a [urmses, nmi
sparks threstenod to sct fire Lo s field of
mu nearby and a largo shed.

t appears that the fire origioated in the | of
upper starey st the cast end—a pant of the |
bouss which Mr. and Mrs, Geeatrex hind
sllowed & Mr. Stead, Mra ['errivel and two

Emmy worelary) md glm Rev, H. B, Kelsoy
vicar of l‘;ﬂsrg{l

neh banners I:nmc in the parade wers
‘:Iuvc { the South Ealorn Aros,
Chunkv. Gulldfard and  District, Wohing,
Wimblodon,  d'irbright, tambcr!ry,

U’iucn', mﬂll'cml and Distric, A\buq l‘nu:k
end Chilwerth, 'uttenbam aml Waa.
borough, Ilorley (men's and women's sec
tiena), Ah, Ripley, Bandburst, Flml-nnm?ll
{Hlants), l..r.nhluut-r. Bagshot amd W
aliwen, Holmwond, Clamptan, Viesiia Water,
Cobham, 1forsley. Westhold, Datafold, Clay-
gote, Adhtcad, and Freatham.

THE OPENING.
Vincount Jcllkvj mom::rd a uunll

Lhi

lorm, and the Legion members

udm a( a squero to hear hia lddrm !lo aid
liko that wes & sign of Lhe rmng

li.ﬂ::.ll\ l:j hoe Legian, und waa wlad to

know that its steeogth wos incrcssing yesr
by year, These woro s grrat maany ¢x joe.
men still oulsido the Logion, men uhaul they
witld weloome o lhmr ranka {hear, hear).
¥ umb:n’ﬁm\thu did nat tIlwl:in.!.t to wiu
when U e wes in vf,
dupld not thimk it mfhl that- |hr;a1auld hxi—
tate Ly join up to hrlu their coturade nho
were in distress, { warn wanled o-o{;
axirs men jUIHID' lbc lﬁluﬂ added sreng
1o what the Legmou c,cu do for en. Henm
comradas who needed belp, 1f the organiss.
tion could t fre million mien when
it formed & w:lﬂpuumm to the Goverpment it
vould spoal with annluir foree thapy If it re-
prosantod e rrach unaller num\w.' tie did
ot mean Lo say that they wanted to threalen
snybody beoasso they weee ;me.lu maxd re-
prosenied & mumber of men. T did
nol want (o rnlmldalifu;h;;ly. I.i?s if ‘they
wrro reall !pﬂ.hng or | million men,
poaple wn{v to bisten. The Govern-
meat was alwaye eym towaed ex-
Borerosmen's noods. het 0 Ilfw.'l GNT:W(I';:
b them, and he o that
ecs Govermmnent v.mldu{owﬂ:lp them.,
BE:‘.:.M olready sent had brea mont aym-
q' tically rewcived. There was suother side
the question of adding streagth to the
Logion numbers, 1 ez-Sorvicemeds beld ploof
I tho Beitish Legiom, what encourage-
i wag there for ibe rest of the community

The fire which destroyed Pit Houss, near Farley Green, on Tuesday.

woa omply, e ok 1

Photo] (D. E. H. Boz,
childeen to cecapy rocently until they osulid | 1o look alter ex-Bervicomen who needed help?
il o omcuation. Al tho 'of‘lztugh::h e to the romt of tho cems.
tho Bro. | bouss | | 8
the Bre, however, this pertiea of the 1 :uumty'lw ho ‘l:il' e bolp. e
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Surrey Times
20 July 1929

Lost portrait by
Sir Peter Lely of
Miss Howlett, an
ancestor of Mrs.
A. R. Greatrex

HISTORIC HUNTING-BOX DESTROYED.

rely

7522
e
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Believed to have been built in the reign of King John, Pitt House, Shamley -Green, s

was destroyed by fire on Tuesday. For news story, 'see page 9.

[Photo by Harold G. Ba.iléy. :‘
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BIG BLAZE AT SHAMLEY
GREEN. 72
&ﬂ/ 2

Historical Housze Destroyed.

MYSTERIOUS OUTBREAK IN
SECLUDED SPOT.

Pitt House, a secluded country house nearly
two miles from Shamley Green, was gutted
by a mysterious fire which broke out in the
upper floor of the house at about 10.30 on
Tuesday morning.

Guildford Fire Brigade received a call to
the fire, and were quickly in attendance
under Chief Officer G. Hickman. Little could i
be done except the salving of furniture owing i

3

to the inaccessibility of the property. The |
house lies in a valley between two steep
hills, and can only be approched by a narrow |
path quite a mile in length, and there is no .
water available.

The house is of considerable value, and ;
some articles of worth are missing, including
a portrait by Sir Peter Lely, a quantity
of plate and old books. :

AN ANCIENT HUNTING BOX.

The house is an extremely interesting one-
and of considerable antiquity. It is believed
to have been built in the time of King John
and it was certainly standing in the early

part of the sixteenj:h ‘century. In 1739 it

d with a noble
nting box fre-

s |

quently occupied by the Dukes of Noruny,,,.
berland. Recently it was sold, together with
other parts of the ducal estates, ang Subse-
quently was purchased by Miss May Key, of
Dulwich. 2

It has of late years been separateq
three portions. At the time of the fire
west end was unoccupied, and the centre por-
tion was occupied by Mr. and Mrs. A, g
Greatrex, whilst the remaining section ‘-ha(i
just been vacated by Mr. Stead, a temp'ora,ry
caretaker. 5

Warning of the fire was given first, by Mrs
Greatrex’s dog. Noticing that the animal
was sniffing and appeared extremely uneasy
Mrs. Greatrex opened a door so that it mighé
go out. It refused to leave the house, but
continued sniffing and barking. Its owner
then went into the garden and noticed smoke
issuing from the roof of the eastern portion
of the residence. At first no notice was taken
of the smoke. for, as Mrs. Greatrex told a
‘Surrey Times’ representative, the Stead
family had only just left the premises, and
she concluded that they had been burning
rubbish.

Later, however, Mrs. Greatrex added, I
realised that the smoke was getting stronger
and that it was a more serious matter. T
immediately rushed to Mayor House Farmy

into
the

{ and telephoned for the police to give me assis-

tance, leaving my husband to remove certain
articles of sentimental value from the house.
When I returned the fire was very much
worse and the house was well alight. Several
of the men from Manor House Farm had
vrededed me and had assisted my husband
in the removal of a great deal of the furni-
ture. but there were certain things we could
not save and which could never be replaced.
VALUABLE PICTURE LOST. :

We had stored in a loft a quantity of pic-
tures and valuable books on medical subjects
and languages which had belonged to My
son when he was a medical student. I Was
hoping that another son who is a Rector 1“;
Lincoln would have made use of these arflc ee-
and was keepine them for him. A large
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and was keeping them for him. 1acrles
e

quantity of silver plate is also misgip
object which T had prized very myck F
portrait by Sir Peter Lely, the Elizabe?}? 4
painter, of a Miss Howlett, who wag o L2
cestor of mine. The picture has alwg S o
mained in my family and was one o%, s
mother’s cherished possessions. A
lost a carved cak desk which w
able.

Mrs. Greatrex paid a high tribut
fire brigade and others who gassisted ig sJG:ivliL;Ee
the furniture under considerable danger. ‘T
am particularly grieved,” she added, ‘‘because
the old place has been my home for 30 years
My mother lived there until she died, and
my husband and I have since occupiezi the
centre portion of the house. I have no iQéa
at the moment where we shall go. We may
go to Treetops, where we have friends, for
a time, and we may get a hut. Everybody
has been remarkably kind and we have had
shelter offered us in several homes.’

A MASS OF FLAMES.

A graphic description of the fire was given
by Mr. Henry Denham, a gardener at Mayor
House, who, in company with Mr. J. Walsh,
Mr. J. Boxall and Mr. Albert Tanner, who
are also employed at Mayor House, helped
to remove the furniture. ‘When we ar-
rived,” Mr. Denham said, ¢ all the ceilings in
thie upper part of the house were ablaze.
You could see right through them as the

as very valu-

Tiles were continually falling and all the
furniture in the bedrooms was destroyed.
The beam supporting the roof fell to the
floor a mass of flames and burnt its way
through until it collapsed on to the ground
floor. We had a narrow escape when a plano
we were moving became jammed in the door-
way. The ceiling was going up and down
above us and we expected that the blazing
| beam might fall through at any moment.

it had, it would have been all up with a
| fireman who was working behind us, and we
- could not have got away. Fortunately, We
| got out in time and the piano was saved.
| The firemen worked hard saving the furni-
. ture with flames all round them after Mrs.

' Greatrex had dissuaded us from entering the

_house again.’

- —

We have alsg

It was too heavy and bulky to moye, '

| lames travelled along the beams and rafters.

'home.

| some of her things.
‘““rat room ” because it had been infested |

| falling masonry.

FIRE BRIGADE HELPLESS.

One of the firemen said, ‘ We could d{)!

nothing. There was no water available,
which was a dreadful handicap, and we could
not bring the engine within a mile of the
house because there is only a footpath. All
we could do was to salve as much of the fur-
niture as possible and then watch the house
burn. The task was somewhat difficult, as
tiles were continually falling, and there was
a large amount of old timber which was so
dry that it burnt very rapidly.’

Our representative found Mrs. Stead a
cshort distance from the house on a hill,

1
]

{

g o D e R b

where she and Mr. Stead had spent the night.

She was surrounded with furniture, which
had been moved out of the house and was
to be collected and conveyed to their new
Mrs. Stead explained that the furni-
ture was moved out of the house on Monday,
as they had received notice to quit. It was
temporarily taken to the common, as it could
not be collected until the following day.’

Mrs. Stead said that the first she knew of |

the outbreak was when the men passed her
on their way from Mayor House to Pitt
House. ‘I could not believe it,” she said,
‘ when they told me the house was on fire.

‘Tt was all right when I left it this morning.

We moved our furniture out yesterday and I
went down this-morning to make some tea
and clear up a bit. I lighted a fire to burn
some rubbish- and swept .the floor.

"FORMER TENANT'S THEORY.
“‘T can only think that the fire must have

‘ When I |
left there was only a little dust in the grate.

started in the loft where Mrs. Greatrex kept |

She used to call it the

with rats, There was no window in the room

and we had to use candles whenever I helped

about and clean up.
gone up there this morning and dropped a
match or upset the candle, and thus started
the fire, I don’t know. When I locked up
and gave the key to Mr. Greatrex there was
no signs of g fire.”

Wl T N o e gk T

| her. as occasionally I did, to move the stuff |
Somebody might have |

| Late in the day the fire was still smoulder-

ing. and intermittent crashes came from the |

to the conflagration. A swarm of bee< driven

‘{out by the heat buzzed angrily round a cor-
| ner of the building as if loath to leave the
| scarred ruins. '

& o - PR s = o gEe e

The roof had gone and
most of the woodwork had fallen easv nrey

b
i
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Pit House and barn on the | 4388 e AL _2%;_* ek
1913 Ordnance Survey map AR :



http://alburyhistory.org.uk

Recorded as probable home of William ate Putte in 1294 and
also frequently mentioned as a freeholding of Albury Manor
owned by the Chennell family for several generations.
Named Pit House Farm on the 1839 Albury Tithe map.
Rebuilt as a mansion in the 1922 and burned down in 1928,
after which the site was abandoned. A visit in 1995 by a
member of Surrey Archaeological Society found the remains
of a garden wall, house walls, cellars and foundations, as
well as greensand blocks and brick, a well and small garden
and orchard enclosures.
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