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Fig. 1: Heath Lodge 1973.

ALBURY WORKHOUSE —
NOW HEATH LODGE, ALBURY HEATH

Ann Williams
Albury History Society

The drawing by John Baker shows Heath Lodge as a private house in 1973, but
there are documents extant which gave many indications as to what it was like as
a Workhouse in the 18th:-century.

There had been some primitive workhouses in England in the 17th century, but
the 18th century saw the establishment of workhouses in towns and rural parishes.
The administration was either brutally hard or incredibly lax, and according to
The Encyclopaedia Brittanica, ranged from ‘houses of terror to houses of debau-
chery’.

Paupers were herded indiscriminately into workhouses, and it was not until 1782
that an Act was passed forbidding the admission of able-bodied unemployed, but
there was great poverty at that time, and consequently a very heavy demand on
outdoor relief. In 1834 a more modern system was introduced whereby the 15,000
parishes in England and Wales were organised into a few hundred poor law ‘unions’,
each of which was required to set up a well organised workhouse.

At a Meeting of the Vestry in Albury on 9 May 1732 it was agreed to build the
Workhouse on Albury Heath, at a reasonable cost, and officers and parishioners
were appointed to run it and see that the poor ‘be kept well and clean and in good
order’, and that £200 be borrowed to start the building on the security of several
of the more wealthy parishioners, and with the promise of more money to be

-borrowed later. The work began almost immediately, and one of the most inter-

esting documents is the detailed account of the bills which were paid.

The Workhouse cost £339 1s. 4%d. to build, and a lawyer was paid 6d. for
writing a legal letter and 3s. Od. for drawing up a bond. The well which was neces-
sary for water, as the house was built on a hill, was dug for the sum of £10 12s. 0d.
and the well rope cost 9s. 11d. Goodman Brumfold was paid 3s. 0d. for going down
the well on an inspection trip. The well exists today but is now safely covered with
paving stones.

The bricks and tiles for the building came to £107 8s. 0d. and the timber £41
14s. 7d. The carpenter’s bill was £46 0s. 0d. The plaster in those days was made of
cow’s hair which used to be collected from the abbatoir, and of local lime and sand.
There are two bills extant — one for 12 baskets of lime at 5s. 0d. and the other for
40 bushels of cow’s hair at £1 6s. 8d. The bricks alatost certainly came from the
brick yard in Weston Woods, now the sand pits, and the timber from Albury Park
where a timber yard existed up to the last century. The few remaining old floor
boards in the house are thought to be Scots Pine which almost certainly came from
the Park. The tiles on the roof are original and were made locally.
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There are several inventories in existence of the contents of the Workhouse
dating from 1739 to 1824, and among the contents of the kitchen for example,
are listed various pothangers, bellows, cleavers etc; one turf iron and two turf
baskets. Turf was used for the fires and came from the garden, and under the
terms of the Indenture made out each year, had to be replaced as used. Also in the
kitchen were rush candlesticks which were made of rushes gathered. from the Tilling-
bourne Stream, stripped and soaked in mutton fat; 1 large Bible, 6 pairs of knitting
needles, 10 earthenware pots and cups, and 11 chairs. There was, and still is, a
cellar where they kept pickling and salting pots. There was also a Pantry and a Brew-
house which provided the beer ration for the inmates. Listed in the Brewhouse
inventory are coppers, grain stirrers, beer coolers, pottage dishes etc., and also a
wart sieve, a lawn searcher and a hare searcher. The wart sieve was for sieving the -
extract of malt and the term is still used today in the brewing trade.

There are listed in every inventory seven bedchambers, plus two garret rooms,
and as this is a small cottage, the rooms must have been partitioned off into tiny ~
cubicles. Each room had its own bed with heather bedsettle, complete with curtains,
valances, bolsters and sheets and blankets, which sounds much grander than it
probably was. Apart from the bed there was a chest which held all the occupant’s
belongings. That was all the furniture.

Only 12 people seem to have lived in the Workhouse at any one time, that is 12
paupers, plus the Governor or Governess. In 1876 Catherine Boxall, the daughter > & &
of the local doctor, was appointed Governess of the Workhouse at a salary of
£5 5s. 0d. per annum. A new governess may have been appointed each year, but
that is the only one of whom we have a record. There was probably a governor
before 1782 when able bodied men were admitted, but after that date only the
aged, the sick and children were resident.

Up to 1952 the whole of the attic area of the Workhouse was plastered in

-original plaster made of cow’s hair, lime and sand. This must have been a very good
mixture as it lasted over 200 years before it became necessary to remove it. Its
deterioration was almost certainly due to the introduction of central heating. The
cellar was also plastered the same way.

In the garrets were kept two spinning wheels and there are numerous mentions
of ells of brown cloth and yards of British linen, so the women were obviously
kept hard at work which was the policy — to keep the unemployed employed.

The following are household accounts from the inventory of 1779:

- W

11 pairs of new sheets @ 7s. 6d. £4 2s. 6d.
"2 pillow coats 2s. 0Od
6 hand towels 3s. 0d.
12 Ibs of soap 9s. 0d.
28 Ibs Pork @ 7%d. - 17s.  6d.
89 lbs Bacon @ 9%d. £3 17s. S%d.
Fig. 2: An account of payments for the building of the Workhouse. : 4 loaves of bread ‘ 2s.  6d.
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Fig. 3: Inventory for 1739 of the contents of the Workhouse.
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These were all made at the Workhouse, but as they are on an inventory they
are only valued at the current prices. The bread seems rather expensive, as in
1739 three yards of tobacco cost only 3s. 0d., a bowl of punch Ss. Od. and gin
was 1s. 7%d. a pint.

‘ There is a very good record of the people who lived there and from which
Parish the inmates came. After 1782 the Workhouse was only able to accept the
incapacitated, the elderly and children whose parents were unable to support them.
There is one record of 12 inmates, six of whom were children. Henry Lowick aged
six years was put into service as were Thomas Lowick, obviously a brother, and
another boy both aged nine years, and yet another brother Richard aged 11 years,
was apprenticed, but to whom and as what we do not know. The other six inmates

1 were all elderly.

Before each child or inmate was sent out into either service or apprenticeship,
they were given suitable outfits and there are lists of the stores of clothes from
which these came. Among the men’s clothing are great coats, waistcoats, breeches,
frocks, stockings, perukes and silk handkerchiefs. Among the women’s garments

" are listed:- bonnets, cloaks, stays, shifts and clogs. The bill for outfitting didn’t

amount to more than a few shillings— shoe mending was 3d. and new shoes cost
3s. 3d. — and this was paid for out of the Poor Rates for which very rigid accounts
were kept.

The Wardens of the workhouse saw to it that it was literally self supporting.
Pigs were kept in the garden, vegetables were grown, bread made, also clothing.
From what was the open fireplace in what is now the sitting room, the chimneys
are so arranged that while the fire downstairs cooked the food, bread baked in the
oven behind it, and smoke was directed up to the attic where bacon was cured.

Inmates were also apparently great gardeners as there are lists of many spades,
hoes, shovels, wheel barrow etc., and each year the garden was replanted with use-
ful vegetables.

In the files are records from 1730-1830 of the amounts of the rates paid by all
the local landowners and householders of Albury for the relief of the Poor. Lord
and Lady Aylesford, and the later owners of Albury Park House were obviously the
largest landowners in the village, and as their property in the 1700s was valued for
rate purposes at £142 and the rate of tax was then 2s. 0d. in the pound, their
annual contribution to the poor was £14 4s. 0d. Many families contributed as
little as two or three shillings per annum.

The exact date on which the Workhouse ceased to exist as such and became a
private house is not known, but it was probably about 1832, as the local records * 122§+
of the Poor Rates end then. The chimneys may also give a clue as when Mr. Pugin
came to Albury in about 1840 he built his ornate chimneys on to most of the
houses in the village, including the Workhouse. It is almost certain that no-one
would haye gone to the trouble of erecting these very ornamental and costly chim-
neys on a house that was run by the Parish out of the Poor Rates, for the paupers.
Unfortunately they were found to be unsafe and were removed from the house in
1958, but the present chimneys are much nearer in design to the original ones.

78

79




However from 1732 for, probably, a hundred years the Workhouse at Albury
received the paupers of the village and provided them with an existence which
was not devoid of human understanding and possibly some happiness.

All the records, lists and inventories referred to in this article are in the possession
of the Albury Parish Council
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Fig. 4: Copied from ‘Plan of the Country in the Vicinity of Albury’
by Lieut. Cdr. Malden, R.N. Drawn Circa 1825-28.

80

S s ol



¥

'SURREY

%
Vol. 1 No. 2 1974
E
Brickworks, Hambledon Gravel Hill, Leatherhead !
(|
f f rang
! Alfold House The Old Jolly Farmer, Farnham
[ now William Cobbett
| (Cobbett’s Birthplace)
!{.3{‘0 W\ \/\J 9J ‘/Zﬁw«wu
[:\3 D \-.JLJ( ('}"(/‘V\W'ﬂ
Stocks and Whipping Post Old Boarden Bridge, Godalming {
Alford ; {
|
L
St. Peter’s Cross and Cage, Lingfield :
Nicholas Woolmer's Cottage Old Crane, Guildford Wharf ‘ Newark Priory, Ripley 40p

Blechingley Guildford i



ransc'ription by Caroline Martin of Fig 2, page 74, above:
An account of payments for building Albury Workhouse.
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