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PART 1

CHILDHOOD 1904 - 1919

| was born at Ewhurst Green, Surrey in 1904, the eleventh of thirteen
children. There were seven boys and six girls, but a boy and girl died in
infancy. Of the eleven who survived, | had two younger brothers and two
older brothers, then came my four sisters, born with a year separating
each of them, and then my two older brothers. The older six were born
in the nineteenth century, now | come to think of it, and we younger five in
the twentieth. My brother Bob was born in 1900 and given the unusual
name of Roberts Victor, in honour of Lord Roberts’ victory in the Boer

War.

We lived in a fairly large, square, detached house on Ewhurst Green,
opposite Runbeams Farm, where the Wellers lived. It was a draughty,
and rather ugly house, with four bedrooms and two attic rooms upstairs,
and two living rooms, a large kitchen, a larder and an attached wash-
house downstairs. The living rooms were known as the ‘big room’ and
the ‘little room’, and the larder had big wooden shutters at the windows.

The kitchen had what was known as a “down” fireplace; this was a fire set
on the hearthstone of a deep, high recess. It had fire-dogs (supports for
the bars which held the pots) and a chain which hung down from a bar in
the chimney. The cooking was all done on this fire and | can remember
one large pot which held a ‘bag pudding’ of steak and kidney (cooked in a
cloth instead of a basin) along with the potatoes, parsnips, swedes or
whatever vegetables were in season, each in their individual bags. The
flavours mixed and mingled and the taste was delicious. The fire
underneath constantly needed to be stoked with sticks and seldom when
out, being dampened down at night, for safety.

Our water supply was a well outside the back door. This was exclusive to
us, although some neighbours share a well between two or three
cottages. | remember how cool and clear the water was, it seemed to be
the coldest | have ever tasted. The water was drawn up in a bucket or
pail suspended by a chain turned by a handle - boy’s or men’s work.
Some men fetched water, carrying two pails hanging from a yoke across
their shoulders from the shared well.

Housework was hard, slogging work for the women in those days, and for
my mother in particular with here ever growing family. All the water for
baths and for doing the weekly wash had to be drawn up in buckets from
the well and carried indoors, and then all the used water had to be carried
out again. Yet the bathing and the washing went on week in, week out
and was never neglected. Monday was always was day for the clothes and
household linen, and baths were always taken on a Saturday. Baths took
place in the wash house, weather permitting, but the small children were
























































































































