- Above all Shere is the village that belongs tothe '7illing Bourne’. Flowing through the centre of the village -
. passing alongside the churchyard then under the low bridge of Middle St, rippling peacefully beside grass
banks and under green willows, and supporting itsfamily of friendly, ever hungry white ducks. This
. delightful village, probably one of Surrey's prettiest, has many well preserved tim -fram.ed. buildings
 some built from the 14th cent, The pleasant grouping around Church Square with the Norman tower

: The large village green is bisected by the Tilling Bowrne
‘¥ ;.. The name of thevillage derives from the former
~~hammer pond which existed here towork the
.- furnace for the iron industry as farback as Tudor
ii_times. Present day fame is due to the commermor-
7ative clock tothe iron masters which has Jack
the Smith’ striking thebell -
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,P Ip\'a} ﬁ X - 7 AN o ‘, -_}a)ndbroachsplre of the church facing the 400yrs old ‘White Horse Inu’. Shere’s Inoa.ern. tnuld:l _ngs_ g

- : : ) ¢ - s include some. early designs of Lutyens as wellas his lychgateto.”
) : - ! 0 St | L the church. The site of a cloth mill is in Lower St withthe old
= I e : Spi mill pond now used as allott:mf.nts Farther on. aretwo water -

- wellvigited,ina haummg settmg overhung —_— L
< by great trees. The water, likethe atmosphere, is clearand '
“cold, so clear that the weeds onthebottom canbe sharply : -

- geen. The depth of water is deceptive. Thepool hasalegend.

about a drowned girl in Prince (later King) John's time. The. "

: story was expanded by alocal author, MartinTupper, in hi

S novel called StephenLangton,pubhshed 1857. Langton. "
. ... was Archbishop of Canterbury in XingJohmns -
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The grea'c little’ Iillzrégﬂow'ne springs
the woods 800feetup on the north. 51:_)‘_'_,
Hill Tthas since earliest times,
peacefully throughout its t%
green pastures, r 13rge cano alde é
and. wﬂlow mﬂ:us SWide de begutafult
mm,mv ggley'd by C Greens ancrhﬂ]s tothe
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gently mto the R-WGI'W&Q at Shalford ===
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Alwaga belgmg 1ts size by havmg supphexithamctwe power for dozens cirml]s for manuia ctur:mg oy
and processing of iron,wire,gunpowder,paper, leather, cloth ,corn and pottery. Nowadays only the /:
flour mills auglhlrg and the tarmery at Gomshall impedes this little river’s silentand serene .-
journey, for industrial purpoges. Its crystalclear, sunlit water, stringe together, like jewels ona . - -
necklace , the prettiest of villages of Abinger, Gomshall Shere,Albury and Chilworth . A picturesque. -
valley admired and explored by to-days visitors just as itwas in the past by William Cobbett John
Aubrey,JohnEvelyn and other tr'avellers who have chronicled their dehght inthis unlque i
nbbon of Enghsh cou_ntrysﬁe ; \"""

St Martha's Chapel sits astride the PﬂgnmsWag overhangmg
the soft green 7elling Bourne Valley! There arefine distance -

: Ihls 18th el water-rmll on.t.hs, MW B owm N\ - Views inall directions. The church has aNormanfa'uncbu:t

' is one of the most interesting in Surrey.Itisan
attractive timber-framed building withbrick: -
walls to the first floor and tile hung side walls. -

z% - The sacks of corn were raised into the milllyy sack :
,::-:-S__.é _:;' hoist inthe large over-hanging storey. Ongma]lg
i " owned by the Godwen-Austen family, of the K2
:-" Himalsyan mountainfame. It was a wor mill
» until 1914 By 1932 it was in such abed state of re- -
: pair that the family agreed tohand it over toa phll
~-anthropic ‘brotherhood’ known as the'Ferguson ),
2 Gang who collected enough 3 mneg tobhave it .

- restored and. then present. ..

1t tothe Nathna, L Trust

made mamlg of wood, remains :
~intact and the storage area has
‘been converted toaresidence.

/‘%« places to supply power for up t016 millsat
e any one time from the 17th cent, mainly

£ormak_1ng gunpowder and bank-note

: paper. The powder mills had declined for

Z'Shér‘f_ofd'cdm}pq}g-.-'-I'-'- SR
e ’thel@OO‘s Fortunes were revived during

‘reign and was inhisyouth a monk at 5t Martha's

% Corner ﬁ‘l@ “Re Jived in Albury at sometime. The outlet

_ "”ﬂ from the pool, the Sherbourne, flows down. .

s This ancient trackwag is beheved.bg
| some,1n parts tobethe oldest roadin =:
(7 Brltam Its popular name comes frommhgms
travellers going, mainly, from Winchester to

Canterbury. Long before them the‘road’ wasused -
Ancient Britons,Phoenicans, Romansthen. - -~

“Dover. From Cornwall came tim- Imnarsalong;t SR
s did the Welsh drovers with their sheep. .. .

! various reasons, financial and politicalby * - -_“

were abancloned. Some ruins ' '._':'fi.';.

ngside the water-

\ ‘The alder trees which grow here -

in profusion were burnt to make :

The whole area of this valley is crossedand
; recrossed bg footpaths, bridleways, 'gme:nlanes 5

X This vﬂlage of three dihies h.as since -
___-"\earliest times, sat alongside the Mlzry ik
{\| | Bourne' Modern visitors wonder at its ‘Tudor
= chimneys (19th cPugin) and rural charm, stoppmg
= - forfood and refres

_ atthe Inn. M.Lssmg perhaps
-~ one of Albury's most delightful structures, tucked away
=7 . in AlburyEstate yard . The PigeonHouse, is Elizabethan

"3 gnd rare, only afew irer;s’candmg ones, such.s this,are °

now ldtm’[heKJh‘gd.om

' The Tulling Bourne’ flows unhurried through' -

) TN 'Vel&e_y,wizwksméoi
o = have been crested by &-

"m“ ‘ Wzézfaz Providence as .
‘W) one of the chorcest retrests

=2 The, Romans dlscovered t.hatbg kgapmg plgeons gou_
- could have a readily available supply of fresh meat,

egpecially during the winter. The pigeon nearly alwags .'-'- f'_‘ = 7767
T thas cem‘.am!y z.sz'}zepre!twsé garderz, L

- Thaveever beheld the terrace s = .

.. by far the finest thing of the sort -

. ITever saw.” William Cobbett, }_822. e

" The beautiful gardens werelaid out m'tha mlddle. oi

" the 1800's by John Evelyn, the famous diarist,who

* lived buta few miles upstream st Wotton Heincluded

~1mhis design ornamental canals alongside theriver, - ." -

. some 12 acres of vineyards, along terrace witha gew .t

returns to the same place to Toost. So by providing sleep-
-ing and nesting facilities, they were able tokeep a good.
stock of birds. After the Normaninvasion pigeonhouses :
became so widespread it waslaid down that only the .-
Lord of theManor could possess one , and onlly one. There -
7 Was, seemungly, no restriction on size assome hadupto -
], 2000 mesting boxes. Aslate as the middle]17th cent there
= were over 25,000 of these houses in one form or another around
o the,cou.ntrg, Freestanding pigeonhouses, suchas Albury’s .

“Elizabethan one, are now very rare. Alburys survivalis -
=" due to its neighbour st WestonHouse, Dr. Maurice Burton,
7 and the members of the Albury Trust. A remarkable by =5

2. -product of the Eﬁmnﬂouse was that the droppings
were collecteda u_ced.m‘tbemakmg OfgunPOWf}er’

e Sismeapiadh

- the beautiful expanse of woods and meadows . -

i which make up the Albury Park Estate.
~The earliest reference tothe houseis .-
ax 1n16‘i'5 then the owner wasa .. -
" future Duke of Norfolk . .' it
. Although the Estate is mentioned

mthal)omesdag Bodk and. records'

Sobackto 1042. ﬁ;}

SN

hedge and walk a quarter of a mile long,some of the

.features still remain. In1819the Estate was bought

by HenryDrummond,anotsble banker. 1t was hie who K
commissioned the architect Pugin to remodel the house
in 1845, Pugin was assisting in the rebuilding the Houses * : -

-- of Parliament at the time. It was he who was responsible for ::

# Albury’s ornamentsl Tudor chimneys, 63 here onthe . -

- house all different. There are many wonderful examples -

+ inthe village. ThePark contains many rare trees and
- shrubs. Several growmg to a great size. A black Italian

“: Poplar standing near the 7iilzng Bowree’ has reached 140ft,

- and must be one of thetallest trees inEngland. The house -

is now owned by the Mutual Households Assoc, and has

been converted to apartments for retired people. Itisopen .-
to the public from May to Sept. on'Weds and Thurs. 24pm. """
The Estatzls sullownedbg theDuke o£ Northumbarland.'-_-‘_-_ 7
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i Tlns small village of Gomsball whome toa m.ﬂl (now G} glit bop
. and restaurant),a tannery, pottery, picture gallery, 2 pubs, 2

: "garages and alarge mobile home company. Gomshall Mill with
. the 'Tilling Bourne’ flowing through it, has its foundations going
. back toDomesday Book times. The present timber framed bualdinyg -

- dates from early tomid 17th.cent. Supposed later tohave contained
4- cornmills. The building was refurbished inthel950’s and

. transformed into the, now popular, restaurant withgift shops.

_ Fe,ature,s Temai mclude,thelarge. water wheel Along the -

. road eastwards are the pottery and gallery, westwards isthe -
Tanngrg which slsohas its origins in the Domegday Book..
The present bullding(offices) is 16th cent, the houges begide -
-, the road are Vwbormn The tannery bux.ldmg onthe goluth -

':"-_'._1_ = = =gide of the Tilling Bourne) nearby is an old attractive pack

“‘horse bridge over the stream , was rebuilt after a fire
., With many extensions. ." Thebarnjs aplm of earlg
mdustrw]_ archeologg i : Sa8s

8 slnmg%mm ol the ‘Tilin anmd(
Overlod{mg memmams of John E.velgn s -

ightful® *Gardenls this SaxonChurch was:

. Zantil 1840 AIGUFy's Parish chuychy I thst o ok

-

year Albury “Park's owner

-~ Drummond, 3 banket and, sometl
- financed the building of 3

. new Parish church‘ﬁb out,

= amiletothe westgvherd

the ngn v:ll.ag & 3y,

.. The \n'llagershad.
~“been‘persuaded’ by a prm‘us ‘Lu :

- Park owner tomove out of the Park so as not to d.lstllrb‘“:fgg
- Tms privacy. The old church fell into disrepair and inl921a group of =
. ‘local people set about restoringit. Eventually,in1974, theRedundant - . ..
i Churches Fund took it over. With thehelp of a few dedicated locals the church *
.. is opened in the summer, and on clement winter days, for visitors tolook. -
* ‘over it. The church has several Norman windows,aNorman tower with
.. anunusual 19th cent.cupula. The 13th.cent north. door has its original strap
. hinges and a massive wooden lock with it's footlong key. The 18th.cent -
" porch is reputed to be the best and most perfect remaining in Surrey.

. There are brasses and a wall painting. Also an overdecorated memorial -

. chapel by Pugin. Altogether a unique building ina delightful setting. - - .
. HenryDrummond also financed another church ,in1840, for a religious -

sect know as ‘Irvingites' of which he was a founder member. The many .-
pinnacled , ornate ,yellow-stoned building became the cathedral’of this -
Catholic Apostolic movement. Services inthe church ceased in the 19207%.
The bmld_mg can be seen 02511:19. tbf.road.betweenthel’ark and theA.ZS

i @M : "+ LOCAL ANNUAL EVENTS .- o Y
. Albury Trust : T A -
* Tel. Shere 3486 . .- Abinger Hammer: Teddy Bears Picnic — May |,
S Medieval Fair — June
=+, Shere: Charity Pram Race — June

Albury History Societ
il i *'Fair in the Square’’ — June

' Tel. Shere 2513

+"* Shallord Conservation Society *- = - . 5.1 S
* Tel. Guudford 63468 -

“*" Shere & District Rural Preservannn Sot "
‘- Holly Cottage, The Glade, Holmbury St Mary. .

* . Shere, Gomshall & Poaslake History Soc -‘: o
Tel. Shere 2979 il

i Surrey Archeological Society B R e
' Spring Grove, Water Lane, Cobham, = " .- L A

* Surrey Industrial History Group .~ ." " -
. High View Road, Guildford.

urrey Local History Council
Jen,






