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REPORT N o 2170
ALBURY BROOK MEADOW COTTAGE TQ 060 462
DY 2d oonvvalis L \7"\ -
This two bay cottage has an internal jetty over the open hall, is is
wider than most jetties. Thk2re are arching braces in the framing and
traces of the open hall window. The roof structure is clasped purlin
with curved wind bracing. All the rafters are sooted and thnere is a
sooted watile and daub partition wall between oven hall and solsr bedroom.
uwkﬂdﬁhf This‘rises to t@e apex. The east end of $he rogf is hipped w?th gablet,..
and the west end is gabled with one rafter outside the end wall to make
Cltage wWao deep eaves. This roof is fossilised inside the added bay roof on the
west end. There is an Quishot on the east end. The original houses was
Ealals probably built at about fifteen hundred.
Meadow Cottage faces north and the stream. It is end on to the north south Fean
road which passes through the hamlet, and it is set back from this road, Aacold
and behind later houses which face this way. Timber framing is retvained E-w
on the south side, which is underbuilt in stone. Thae front of the house a~e
is zlad in Dbrick with a string course. The gable end has thres gueen stiruis éf““
up with 2 V in timber above, and brizck nogging. On toe la ist end the [g ”
r.of is hipped with a gablet. The chimney rises benind Tt 7 (% Focolok
or Shanr
The back of the house retains arched braces in the timber “raming ~ these are
an early feature. The replacement walling below is a mixiure of sandstone

lumps, some roughly squared, with ironstone which is readily available, and
ironstone galleting. The wall in line with the chimiley skhows the scar of

the bread oven which had extended into the garden, ©but which has since been
removed.

The entrance is into the open hall at the end furthest from the solar. The
beam crossing the room has a short spine beam cver with joists resting on the
side walls. I to this crossing beam are joists chamfered and stopped but
which are plain towards the back of this room. The joists pass over a second
crossing beam which has mortices for a partition wall. Here the eight joists

are plain, as this back room was probably the service room under the solar
bedroom. The missing partition wall probably had a bench along where the
familv =~* to watch the fire which was set on the ground in the ovpen hall
scaerally, in a hall house the entrance is between the open hall and service
reom, oOr within the service end. Only larger fouwr bay houses had a cross
passage within the service. Pernaps this house had a2 lean to service room
on the west end, and the entrance would then be in its original position.
Entrance doors are seldom changed, and are generally in line with the well.
Hearths, ©Dbuilt in brick often block the opposed entrances in a hall house.
It is not possible to find evidence for the door out to the garden side.

Upstairs are jowl posts, one of which has been cut back to give shoulder room -
when the hall was floored over. The roof structure is clasped purlin with
arching wind bracing. Rafters are sooted over the open hall and to the end

of the o0ld house. The extra razfter outside the framing at C is morticed for

a gablet.  Tge wallplate ends just beyond C truss. One clean rafter is set
in the centre of the roof over the open hall
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The inserted chimney is set to one side of the hearth room, thus leaving
space for a new stair up beside, and necessitating the building of the

bread oven on the other end, projecting into the garden. often the bread
oven is built under the stair, but the warmest place for the inglenook seat

is backing the entrance. The popular building in the seventeenth century

was a central chimney house, and by aading a brick chimney here Meadow

Cottage became up to date and a'central chimney house'. Roof trusses with
three queen struts were usual in the late sixteenth century. If there had

been an outshot here it was built up at about this time, probably. .

Thee wao Prd’aabls‘ a wadlle~ domb Nmoky hood pausnl e W. wall i~ it T clan rey Wa0
This is an interesting house. Only one other has so far been recognised lowaty.
in Surrey with such a large internal jettiy.
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DBRG No. 2170A

REPORT N o. 2170 A

To be read in conjunction with Report No. 2170

ALBURY BROOK HILL _ MEADOW COITAGE TQ 060 462

by kind invitation of Miss C. M. Martin

Since the original report was written in 1979 more information has come to light
about the construction of this house. It has now been dendro dated to 1515, slightly

later than originally thought and faced what was probably a track from Blackheath
to Shere. ‘

What was then called an "internal jetty" has mnow been renamed an "overshot. cross
passage" as it is considerably wider (4'0" 1.2m) than a conventional jetty. If it
wes a cross passage then the doors would have been beside posts B andB1, but no
evidence of them remains. This large projection over 4+ of the whole of the hall
suggests the idea of flooring over the whole of the open hall, the next step in the
development of the house. There are roughly cut mortices in the beam at the outer
edge over the cross passage suggesting that at one time a wall was added turning this
passage into a corridor between the two doors.

The fire, which had originally been in the middle of the hall, was moved back
against the wall C-C1 with a wattle and daub smoke hood to contain the smoke and a
bacon loft at its Southern end. At this time the hall was floored over with a central
spine beam running from, and jointed into, the mid rail at B-B1 and set over the
mid rail at C-C1, thus accountig for the sloping floor in the landing over. This
chamfered beam accepts the new floor joists with their curved stepped stops and
chamfers in the hall,and continues, though now cut back beside the new staircase,
as part of the side wall, now gone, of the smoke hood. More evidence of this wall
is shown in the grooving of the spine beam for the wattle and daub and by the added
"central Queen post " over the tie beam at C-C4. Later a brick chimney was built
within the smoke hood, with a bread oven projecting into the garden, now gone, a
seat and a salt hole. The door and stairs were then moved to their present position
beside the hearth, and in line with the well, the floor over the door being higher
than the rest. The floor of the added bedroom C-D is at the same level as that of
the solar, but with a step down from the landing instead of the ramp C-B.

Thewall C-C1 appears always to have been the end of the house in spite of the
large roof overhang with its apparent gablet; this is because the "upper face" of the
truss facedthe "outside" and not into the hall as it would have done had it been an
internal wall. (At B-B1 the "upper Face" is to the hall, being the more important
room.) The walls in the bay C-D are of stone to the ground floor, suggesting a lean-
to here, later faced in brickwork when the upper storey was added in 9" (22cm.)
brickwork, with a gabled roof of butt rafter construction.

The last full pair of rafters at the hipped end of the roof, though not part of a
full truss, have a collar spanning between them supporting the ends of the purlins
which continue on to the hip rafters, but not along the hip itself.

It is thought that the house was timber framed from the ground up but the only
evidence for this is the central post at A-A1 and pegs for others. The outshot here
with its catslide roof was added in 19C. by the Albury Estgte,which owned the house,
as the upholsterer's cottage. A large 4'0" CLZJO externaL{?Tlowed for the furmiture
to be brought in. In 1994 a small conservatory was added to the South with a door
replacing one of the upholstery room's windows. ‘At one time there was a wash house
adjoining the wall C1-D1 and a privy down the garden to the South built against a
neighbouring barn on the Western boundary. A small larder, now gone, was made in the
South East corner of the parlour when it was made into a kitchen.



2170 A/2

Some-local houses with an overshot cross passage:

Coverwood Farm, Ewhurst c. 1400 Rapsley, Ewhurst mid 16C.
Wykehurst Farm, Ewhurst late 16C. Lower Springfield Farm, Westcott 1539
Report and Drawings: Caroline M. Martin June 2005
(::>COPYRIGHT Report and Drawings: Domestic Buildings Research Group, Surrey 2005
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