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A Roundabout Turn by Robert Henry Charles (1882-1951, later CBE and HM Chief Inspector 

of Elementary Schools) with illustrations by Leonard Leslie Brooke, LLB. 

Verses about Jacob Toad living on Albury Heath, where the author’s family had stayed, 

were first published in Punch and then in book form by Frederick Warne & Co Ltd. in 1930. 

The book and its original illustrations featured in this exhibition at Dr Maurice Burton’s 

Weston House in June and July 1980 in aid of the restoration of Albury Pigeon House:  

 

http://www.alburyhistory.org.uk/


 

 



 

 

 

 

Drawings of the heath correctly portray the lack of trees at the time  

 

The second drawing of Hedgehog’s basket has it marked “A Present from SHERE”  

 

Toad’s newspaper is named “The Weekly Croak” 

 

The Silent Pool and its hut appear in the painting on the wall 

 

 

 

THE COMPLETE BOOK INSIDE 

































































THE TEXT 

 

 



 

 

 

 



The Toad, ugly and venomous, 

Wears yet a precious jewel in his head. 

 

Shakespeare – As You Like It 

 

 

Picture from a mediaeval Bestiary, showing                                                                                      

a man taking the toadstone from a toad’s                                                                                            

head – the precious jewel 

A man extracting the toadstone/bufonite woodcut is from Hortus Sanitatis of 1491 

There is a precious stone in the head of a toad, and there may be many that wear these 

stones in rings, being verily persuaded, that they keep them from all manner of gripings, 

and pains of the belly. But the art is in taking it out, for it must be taken out of the head 

alive, before the toad be dead, with a piece of cloth the colour of red scarlet, wherewithal 

they are much delighted, so that while they stretch out themselves as it were in sport 

upon that cloth, they cast out the stone of their head, but instantly they sup it up again, 

unless it be taken from them through some secret hole in the said cloth, whereby it falleth 

into a cistern or vessel of water, into the which the toad dareth not enter by reason of the 

coldness of the water.  

 

Trevor Brook - January 2023 


